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CHRISTOLOGY PART I: HOW CAN OUR HEARTS BURN WITHIN US? 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This is the first part of a two part series on Christology, which is the study of Christ.  This first part of the series 

is “How Can Our Hearts Burn Within Us?”  It will introduce the topic of Christology.  Next week, in Part II we 

will cover the Father’s Love for Jesus.   

 

This week, the first section will define “Christology.”  Section II will explain why it matters.  Section III will 

cover how to see Christ in the Scriptures.  Section IV, the final section will focus on what it means to be 

“Christocentric,” or ”Christ-centered.”  

 

I. WHAT IS “CHRISTOLOGY?”  

  

 A. Christology is a study that falls under “Theology,” which is the study of  God. 

 

     Theology-the study of God 

/              |     \ 

  Theology Proper                 Pneumatology             Christology 

        study of God’s attributes             study of the Holy Spirit             study of Christ 

  

 

    B. How do you define, “Christology?” 

  

 Christology- (n) the study of Christ 

 

Christ         ology 
/               \ 

             the Greek word for “messiah,” meaning anointed one                     study of  

 

 II. WHY STUDY CHRISTOLOGY? 

  

 A. Why would we study Christology?  Why we study theology in general? 

Many would say, “Why study theology?  That is religion.  I don’t want religion.  I want relationship.  I 

just love Jesus.  I don’t study theology.” 

 

B. We study Christology because it is the fuel of worship.  Any true study of theology, especially 

Christology is the substance of Worship.  This is true because, knowledge is the substance of love.  The 

more I know anyone, the more I can love them.  The more I know God, the more I can adore what I 

know about Him.  I want to know God so that I can have more to adore.  I want to know God so that I 

can have more substance to love.   

 

1. If we think we love Christ, yet we do not know Him, our “love” lacks substance.  Something 

has gone seriously wrong.  If we claim to love anyone, yet we do not know them, we have 

deceived ourselves.  If a husband claims to love his wife, yet, he does not know where she is 

from, and he does not know her favorite food, and he does not know her favorite flower, his love 

empty sentiment.  He does not truly love her.   
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2.  Many Christian’s “love,” Christ like the man who “loves,” his wife and does not know her.  

Often Christians say, “I am lovesick for Christ.  My heart is ravished!”  Yet, they could not tell 

you the story of His life.  They could not tell you what goes on in the four Gospels, which depict 

His life.  They might say, “I mean, I know He died on the cross for me and there was Pilate, I 

think, and some other guy.  I am not really sure how it all fits together.  I am just not a detailed 

person.  I am just not into details.”   

 

3. If we truly love Christ, we will be endlessly fascinated with who He is!  If we truly love Him, 

we will burn to know Him.  If we are truly “lovesick for Christ,” we will not be able to shake our 

fascination with Christology, the knowledge of Him.  If we truly love Christ, we will say things 

like the Apostle Paul in his letter to the Philippians: 

 

“7But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of 

Christ. 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them 

but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,9…10 that I may know Him and the power of His 

resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death” Philippians 

3:7-10 

 

C. “What comes to our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us…For this 

reason the gravest question before the Church is always God Himself, and the most portentous fact 

about any man is not at a given time may say or do, but what he in his deep heart conceives God to be 

like.  We tend by a secret law of the soul to move toward our mental image of God…Were we able to 

extract from any man a complete answer to the question, ‘What comes to your mind when you think 

about God?’ we might predict with certainty the spiritual future of that man…A right conception of 

God is basic not only to systematic theology but to practical Christian living as well.  It is to worship 

what the foundation is to the temple; where it is in inadequate or out of plumb the whole structure must 

sooner or later collapse. I believe there is scarcely an error in doctrine or a failure in applying 

Christian ethics that cannot be traced finally to imperfect and ignoble thoughts about God.”  

–A W Tozer 

 

D. Personal or corporate devotion will simply never ascend beyond the knowledge of the Person to 

whom we are devoted.  Where the vision of that Person is dim, obscure, or marginalized, true adoration 

will be rare and fervent cries of intercession scarce.  Yet where Christ is treasured and exalted in the 

hearts of the people, worship and prayer alike will have both their impetus and their staying power.  

And nowhere are we reminded of this central place theology must hold in incessant devotion as in the 

heights of heaven where God Himself is all in all.         

–Stephen Venable 

 

 

III. CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF THE SCRIPTURES 

 

A. The account of the walk towards Emmaus in Luke 24, shows us how to read the Bible in a totally 

new way.  It shows us how Jesus is at the center of the Scriptures.  If we follow this, our hearts will 

truly “burn within us.” 
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B. The Context of the Road to Emmaus Encounter: 

From the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry, there was anticipation among many Jews that Jesus was 

the messiah.  From the 1st century Jewish perspective, the messiah was the one anointed to violently 

overthrow the Roman occupation of Jerusalem.  They were anticipating the messiah to overthrow the 

Romans so they could have their homeland back.  All throughout His ministry, they asked Him when He 

would overthrow the Roman occupation.   

 

C. Context Continued: 

Then, something terrible destroyed their anticipation.  The Romans publicly crucified Him.  All of His 

followers realized that they had given their entire lives to a great disappointment.  He had been dead for 

three days.  Then there were rumors that His body was missing from the tomb.  There was discussion 

that He might have risen from the dead, but that was absurd….or so they thought.   

 

C. Two of His disappointed disciples were walking from Jerusalem to a town called Emmaus.  Here the 

Gospel of Luke tells us of their experience:  

 

“15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself approached and began traveling with 

them.  16 But their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him…25 And He said to them, “O foolish 

men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!  26 Was it not necessary for the 

Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?”  27 Then beginning with Moses and with all 

the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures…. 31 Then 

their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight.  32 They said to 

one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while 

He was explaining the Scriptures to us?”  Luke 24 

 

D. As these disciples were walking, they were blinded from seeing that the Man speaking with them was 

Jesus, Himself.  Then He took them through “Moses with all the prophets,” which meant the entire Old 

Testament.  He explained all the things about Himself in all the Old Testament.   

 

E. Then, when their eyes were opened, they realized it was Him.  As they reflected on the experience, 

they were shocked that they did not realize that this was Jesus from the beginning.  They said, were not 

our hearts burning within us?  What was it that caused their hearts to burn?  The Old Testament.  Many 

Christians think the Old Testament is boring and worthless to them but this survey of the Old Testament 

made their hearts burn!   

 

F. The Old Testament, really the entire Bible is ultimately about Jesus.  As Jesus took them through the 

Old Testament, He showed them the true meaning of the Old Testament.  He showed them Himself in 

all the Scriptures.  The Old Testament is not ultimately about laws, rules, or inspirational stories.  The 

Old Testament is ultimately about Jesus.  Jesus is alive all throughout the Old Testament in places we 

least expect Him.   

 

1. Joseph: The Old Testament story of Joseph is not ultimately about jealousy between brothers.  

The story of Joseph is about a New Testament Man who is sold into slavery and imprisoned all 

to become the King, forgive His brothers, and free them.   
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2. Abraham & Isaac: The Old Testament story of Abraham is not ultimately about an old man who 

has to sacrifice his son, Isaac on the altar.  Genesis 22:8 Abraham says, "God will provide for 

Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” The story of Abraham is about the sacrifice God 

provided in the New Testament, placing His living Son on the altar as a sacrifice. 

 

3. Moses & Israel in the Wilderness: The Old Testament story of Moses and the people of Israel 

is not ultimately about failing the fight against temptation as they wander for forty years in the 

wilderness.  The story is about a New Testament Man who fasted in the wilderness for forty days 

who was victorious against Satan’s temptation.  This Son of God did what the original children of 

God could not – He lived a sinless life.   

 

4. David: The Old Testament story of David is not ultimately about a young shepherd who was 

chosen to be the king in Jerusalem.  The story is about a New Testament Man, called the “Good 

Shepherd,” who will one day come back to reign over all the earth as the King in the New 

Jerusalem.   

 

IV. CHRIST-CENTERED VS.  HUMANITY-CENTERED CHRISTANS 

 

A. There are two types of “Christians”: 

 

 1. Humanity Centered 

 - My faith is ultimately about me.  I am the center of my own  faith. 

  

 2. Christ-Centered or “Christocentric” 

 - My faith is ultimately about Jesus.  Jesus is the center of my  faith. 

 

B. In Human-centered Christianity, I am the center of my faith.   

  

1. What human-centered Christianity teaches is no different than the principles of secular self-

help books except the words, “in Jesus Name,” are tagged onto the end.  Preachers find their 

sermons on the shelves of self-help isle then just look through a concordance to find verses to 

back up what they are going to say.  The problem is they already knew what they were going to 

say before they touched the Bible.  Their message was not birthed from the scriptures; otherwise 

if would be about Christ.   

 

2. Has Christianity failed you?  Humanity centered Christianity is ultimately unfulfilling.  Have 

you often wondered what makes you any different than unbelievers who are “good people?”  Do 

you listen to sermons about 5 steps to do this better and 4 principles to do that better; yet you feel 

empty?  You have missed the center of Christianity.   

 

3. The problem with human-centered Christianity is that it misses what makes the church great.  

We have something to offer that no one else in the world has to offer.  WE HAVE JESUS!  Why 

even participate in a Christianity that excludes what makes Christianity unique, Jesus! 

C. In Christ-Centered Christianity everything Christ does for me is ultimately about pointing me to Him, 

that I may love Him.   
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1. Consider Paul’s words in Colossians 1.  Here he states the center of His faith: 

 

…All things were created through Him and for Him.  17 And He is before all things, and in 

Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. Colossians 1:16b-18 

 

 2. Christ is the number one topic of the New Testament.  The writers of the New Testament, and 

the early church were preoccupied with Christ.  They reflected on His beauty, His glory, His 

passions, His ideas, and His actions, obsessively.  Page after page is consumed with a zeal for His 

name and excitement about His return.  Every other topic the New Testament discusses, it brings 

back to Christology.  It frames it in Christology.  All other subjects are set within the central focus 

of Christ.  Furthermore, no other subject is discussed remotely as much as the person and work of 

Christ in the New Testament.  From the gifts of the Holy Spirit, to marriage, to finances, no topic 

is mentioned nearly as much as Christology.   

 

3. He wants you to receive healing, but ultimately He wants you to know the Healer.  He wants 

you to have a better marriage, but ultimately He wants you to know the love of the Bridegroom, 

the Husband of the church.  He wants you to know how to manage your finances, but ultimately 

He wants you to know your great Provider, who paid the price for your sins.   

 

4. If this is true, we must ask ourselves, why are all of our Christian books and conferences about 

marriage, money, leadership, and healing but never about Jesus!   

 

5. If you feel dry, if you feel like your passion has grown cold, this is the secret.  If you can open 

the Scriptures and look at Jesus, your heart will burn within you.  You will see Him magnified in 

all of His beauty and you will be truly alive.   
 

 
 


